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We know that your child’s safety is very important to you.  That’s why we are inviting you to join us for International Walk to School Day on [Date].  [School Name] is partnering with the Safe Routes to School Resource Center to take part in this very important event.  Our mission is to teach kids important pedestrian safety skills and create safer walking environments for everyone in our community.

Walking to school is a great way for kids to get exercise and it also helps reduce traffic near schools.  Unfortunately, many children are unable to walk because conditions are not safe.  The long-term goal of this event is to increase walking and make the neighborhoods safer for kids walking to school.

It takes a group of concerned citizens to make things happen and we need your help to make this event successful.  Please:

· Participate in International Walk to School Day on [Date], by walking with your child to school.  Please see details included.
· While walking that day, talk to your child about how to walk safely.
· Take note of anything unsafe (no sidewalks, no crosswalks, etc.) along the route your child takes to school.
· If you can’t walk with your child to school, ask a family member to participate in your place.

In the meantime, here are some helpful tips for walking safely with your child:

· Never allow children under age 10 to cross streets alone.  Children younger than 10 may not understand how to cross safely.
· Always model and teach your child safe pedestrian behavior.
· Instruct children to look left, right, then left again when crossing streets, and to continue looking as they cross.
· Make sure children don’t run into streets or dart from between parked cars.
· Require children to wear retroreflective materials and carry a flashlight at dawn, dusk, and in bad weather.

We hope that you will join us and look forward to an exciting Walk to School event on [Date].  We are asking everyone to meet at [Place and Time if utilizing a meeting location] and then walk as a group [general directions of walk].  By walking as a group we will attract attention and make drivers aware that they need to use caution.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact [Contact name and phone # and/or email].

Sincerely,

[name]

[School logo or letterhead logo]


[Date]
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